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OND: Outdoor Noise Directive (Directive 2000/14/EC),
explained

The Outdoor Noise Directive harmonises noise emission rules for 57 types of outdoor
equipment, capping the sound power of 22 and requiring noise and CE marking and a
declaration of conformity from manufacturers and authorised representatives. It has
applied since 3 January 2002, with a new measurement annex since 22 May 2025 and
emergency procedures from 30 May 2026.
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Key facts

Reference Directive 2000/14/EC Act type Directive

In force 3 July 2000 Applies from 3 January 2002

Amended by Directive 2005/88/EC, Regulation Enforced by National market surveillance
(EC) No 219/2009, Regulation (EU) authorities enforce the national
2019/1243, Commission Delegated laws transposing the directive; the
Regulation (EU) 2024/1208, directive itself binds Member States
Directive (EU) 2024/2839, Directive to let only conforming, marked
(EU) 2024/2749 equipment on the market, to make

the manufacturer correct non-
compliance and to restrict, prohibit
or withdraw equipment that
exceeds the Article 12 limits or
stays non-compliant, and
Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 lists the
directive as point 12 of its Annex I
and requires an economic operator
established in the Union for every
piece of equipment placed on the
market.

CELEX 32000L0014



Key dates

8 May 2000

3 July 2000

3 July 2001

3 January 2002

Directive
2000/14/EC
adopted by the
European
Parliament and
the Council,
replacing nine
equipment-
specific noise
directives with
one framework
for equipment
for use outdoors

Entry into force
on the day of
publication in OJ
L 162 of 3 July
2000

Deadline for
Member States
to adopt and
publish the
transposing
laws; from this
date
manufacturers
and authorised
representatives
may already
avail themselves
of the directive

National
measures apply,
the stage I limit
values of Article
12 take effect
and Directives
79/113/EEC,
84/532/EEC to
84/538/EEC and
86/662/EEC are
repealed; type-
examination
certificates and
measurements
under the old
directives may
still be used in

title and Art. 21(1)

Art. 23 and OJ reference in the header

Art. 22(1) and Art. 22(2)

Art. 12, Art. 21 and Art. 22(2)



the technical
documentation

27 December 2005 Directive Art. 1 and Art. 3
2005/88/EC
enters into force
on the day of its
publication: it
replaces the
Article 12 table
so that the stage
II figures are
merely
indicative for
nine groups of
equipment,
extends the
Commission's
report deadline
to 3 January
2007 and
deletes Article
20(3)

3 January 2006 Stage II Art. 12, table footnote 2, and Art. 22(3); Art. 2(1)
permissible
sound power
levels apply and
Member States
apply the
measures
transposing
Directive
2005/88/EC; for
walk-behind
vibrating rollers,
vibratory plates
above 3 kW,
vibratory
rammers, steel-
tracked dozers,
steel-tracked
loaders above
55 kW,
combustion-
engine
counterbalanced
lift trucks,
compacting
screed paver-
finishers, hand-
held



3 January 2008

20 April 2009

26 July 2019

combustion-
engine breakers
and picks
between 15 and
30 kg, and
lawnmowers
and lawn
trimmers the
stage I figures
continue to
apply until the
directive is
amended

Stage II figures
apply to single-
engine mobile
cranes, which
kept the stage I
figures until this
date

Regulation (EC)
No 219/2009
enters into force
and gives the
Commission the
power to adapt
Annex III to
technical
progress under
the regulatory
procedure with
scrutiny (Article
18a)

Regulation (EU)
2019/1243
enters into
force: Article
18a now
empowers the
Commission to
adopt delegated
acts amending
Annex III,
Article 18b sets
the five-year
delegation from
this date, and
Article 18(2) and
Article 19(b) are
deleted

Art. 12, table footnote 3

Annex, point 2.3, and final article on entry into force

Annex, Section VII, point 2; Art. 18a and Art. 18b(2)



16 July 2021

22 May 2024

27 November 2024

28 November 2024

Regulation (EU)
2019/1020 on
market
surveillance
applies: it lists
the directive as
point 12 of its
Annex I, names
it in Article 4(5)
and requires an
economic
operator
established in
the Union for
every piece of
equipment
placed on the
market

Commission Art. 1 and Art. 2

Delegated
Regulation (EU)
2024/1208
enters into
force, twenty
days after
publication on 2
May 2024; it
replaces Annex
III with the
updated
methods to
measure
airborne noise

Directive (EU) Art. 2 and Art. 6
2024/2839
enters into
force, twenty
days after
publication on 7
November
2024; it deletes
Article 16 on the
collection of
noise data and
Article 20(1)(a)

Directive (EU) Art. 1 and Art. 12
2024/2749

enters into

force, twenty

days after

Art. 4(1), Art. 4(5), Art. 44 and Annex I point 12



22 May 2025

29 November 2025

publication on 8
November
2024; it adds
the definitions of
crisis-relevant
goods and
internal market
emergency
mode, inserts
Articles 17a to
17d on
emergency
procedures and
replaces Article
18 on the
committee
procedure

The new Annex
IIT applies: EN
IS0 3744:2010
becomes the
basic noise
emission
standard, with
the rule that
Article 12
equipment
whose
conformity
would differ
between the old
and the new
method is
measured by the
pre-2025
method until the
limits are
amended; in
Denmark
executive order
nr. 506 of 14
May 2025
enters into force
the same day
and repeals
order nr. 1590 of
30 June 2021

Member States
apply the
measures

Art. 2; Annex III, introduction and Part A; § 18, stk. 1 and stk. 3

Art. 2(1) and Art. 5(1); § 7, stk. 6, and § 18, stk. 2



transposing the
deletion of
Article 16:
manufacturers
and authorised
representatives
no longer send a
copy of each EC
declaration of
conformity to
the national
authority and
the Commission;
the Danish duty
in§7,stk. 6, is
repealed the
same day

30 May 2026 Member States  Art. 11; Art. 17a to Art. 17d
apply the
measures
transposing the
emergency
procedures of
Articles 17a to
17d, adopted by
29 May 2026:
prioritised
notified-body
assessment,
national
authorisations
without a
notified body for
Article 12
equipment
designated as
crisis-relevant
goods, and
prioritised
market
surveillance
during an
internal market
emergency
mode

20 January 2027 Regulation (EU) Art. 51(2) and Art. 54 as corrected by the corrigendum of 4 July 2023 (CELEX 32023R1Z
2023/12300on
machinery
repeals Directive
2006/42/EC,



22 May 2028

which had
replaced the
Directive
98/37/EC that
Article 3(a) cites
for the definition
of machinery;
the reference is
read as the
machinery act in
force

End of the
period in which
authorities and
notified bodies
must accept, for
models whose
first item was
placed on the
market or put
into service
before 22 May
2025, noise test
reports made
under the pre-
2025 Annex III
for conformity
assessment and
technical
documentation

Annex III, Part A, point 3



Obligations by role



Manufacturer (including brand owners)

e Before placing equipment on the market or putting it into service, make sure it satisfies the noise
emission requirements, that the conformity assessment procedure has been completed, and that it
bears the CE marking and the indication of the guaranteed sound power level and is accompanied by an
EC declaration of conformity; equipment listed in Article 12 may not exceed the permissible sound
power level of the table, calculated from net installed power, electric power, mass or cutting width and
rounded to the nearest integer. Art. 4(1) and Art. 12

e Before placing equipment on the market or putting it into service, make sure it satisfies the noise
emission requirements; equipment listed in Article 12 may not exceed the permissible sound power
level of the table, calculated from net installed power, electric power, mass or cutting width and rounded
to the nearest integer. Art. 4(1) and Art. 12

e Determine the measured sound power level by the Annex III method, EN ISO 3744:2010 with the Part A
supplements and the equipment-specific noise test code of Part B, from a representative machine or the
average of several, and set the guaranteed sound power level so that it includes the uncertainties due to
production variation and measurement and is not exceeded; for Article 12 equipment whose conformity
would differ between the pre-2025 and the current method, use the pre-2025 method and record both
measurements in the test report until the limits are amended.

Art. 3(e), Art. 3(f) and Annex III, introduction and Part A

e Forthe 22 types subject to noise limits, subject each type to internal control of production with
assessment of the technical documentation and periodical checking by a notified body (Annex VI), unit
verification (Annex VII) or full quality assurance (Annex VIII); for the 41 marking-only types, apply the
internal control of production procedure of Annex V. In Denmark the body must be designated by
Miljgstyrelsen or another Member State and the assessment is at your own expense.

Art. 14(1), Art. 14(2) and Annexes V to VIII; § 6 and § 8

e Draw up the technical documentation with at least your name and address, a description of the
equipment, make, trade name, type, series and numbers, the technical data relevant to identify the
equipment and assess its noise emission with drawings where appropriate, the reference to the
directive, the technical report of the noise measurements, and the technical instruments applied and the
evaluation of the uncertainties due to production variation and their relation to the guaranteed level, and
keep the manufacturing process in continuing compliance with it.

Annex V, points 3 and 4, and Annex VI, points 3 and 4

e Draw up an EC declaration of conformity for each type of equipment with the Annex II particulars: your
name and address, the name and address of the person keeping the technical documentation, a
description of the equipment, the procedure followed and the notified body where appropriate, the
measured sound power level of a representative machine, the guaranteed sound power level, a
reference to the directive, the declaration of conformity, the other Community directives applied, the
place and date and the signatory; translate it where a Member State requires it, in Denmark into Danish.
Art. 8(1), Art. 8(2) and Annex II; § 7, stk. 2 and stk. 3

e Affix the CE marking, at least 5 mm high, and the indication of the guaranteed sound power level, the
single number in dB with the sign LWA and the Annex IV pictogram, if possible at least 40 mm high,
visibly, legibly and indelibly to each item of equipment; add no marking likely to mislead about their
meaning, and where other CE-marking directives apply, make the CE marking indicate conformity with
them too. Art. 11 and Annex 1V

o Affix the CE marking, at least 5 mm high, visibly, legibly and indelibly to each item of equipment, add no
marking likely to mislead about its meaning, and where other CE-marking directives apply, make it



indicate conformity with them too. Art. 11 and Annex 1v

Affix the indication of the guaranteed sound power level, the single number in dB with the sign LWA and
the Annex IV pictogram, if possible at least 40 mm high, visibly, legibly and indelibly to each item of
equipment. Art. 11 and Annex IV

Keep a specimen of the EC declaration of conformity together with the technical documentation for 10
years from the date on which the equipment was last manufactured, at the disposal of the national
authorities; under unit verification keep copies of the notified body's certificate with the documentation
for 10 years from placing on the market, and under full quality assurance keep the quality-system
documentation and the notified body's decisions and reports for 10 years after the last equipment was
manufactured. Art. 8(3), Annex V, point 2, Annex VII, point 5, and Annex VIII, point 5

On a reasoned request, make all information used during the conformity assessment, in particular the
technical documentation, available to the Commission and the Member States through your Member
State; in Denmark hand over the information to Miljgstyrelsen on request. The former duty to send a
copy of every declaration to the national authority and the Commission ended on 29 November 2025.
Art. 14(3); Art. 2(1) and Art. 5(1); § 6, stk. 2, and § 18, stk. 2



Authorised representative established in the Community

Where the manufacturer is not established in the Community, confirm on its behalf that the guaranteed
sound power level is not exceeded according to the technical instruments in the technical
documentation, and ensure before placing on the market or putting into service that the equipment
meets the noise requirements, has passed the conformity assessment and bears the markings with the
declaration. Art. 3(f) and Art. 4(1)

Subject each type of equipment to the applicable procedure: Annex VI, VII or VIII with a notified body of
your choice for Article 12 equipment, Annex V for Article 13 equipment, presenting the technical
documentation to the notified body before the first item is placed on the market where Annex VI applies.
Art. 14(1), Art. 14(2) and Annex VI, point 5

Draw up the EC declaration of conformity with the Annex II particulars and affix the CE marking and the
guaranteed sound power level to each item, and keep a specimen of the declaration with the technical
documentation for 10 years from the last manufacture, naming in the declaration any other person
entrusted with keeping the documentation. Art. 8(1), Art. 8(3), Art. 11 and Annex V, points 1 and 2

Draw up the EC declaration of conformity with the Annex II particulars on the manufacturer's behalf,
naming any other person entrusted with keeping the technical documentation. Art. 8(1) and Annex II

Affix the CE marking visibly, legibly and indelibly to each item of equipment. Art. 11 and Annex V, point 1

Affix the indication of the guaranteed sound power level with the Annex IV pictogram to each item of
equipment. Art. 11 and Annex IV

Keep a specimen of the EC declaration of conformity with the technical documentation for 10 years from
the date on which the equipment was last manufactured, at the disposal of the national authorities.
Art. 8(3) and Annex V, point 2

Act as the economic operator established in the Union that Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 requires when
your written mandate covers it: verify that the declaration and the technical documentation exist, keep
the declaration available for the surveillance authorities, provide conformity information on reasoned
request, inform the authorities of risks, cooperate on corrective action and have your name and contact
details indicated on the equipment, its packaging or an accompanying document.

Art. 4(2)(c), Art. 4(3) and Art. 4(4)

Where your written mandate makes you the economic operator required by Regulation (EU) 2019/1020,
verify that the EC declaration of conformity and the technical documentation exist, keep the declaration
available to the surveillance authorities and make sure the documentation can be produced on request.
Art. 4(2)(c) and Art. 4(3)(a)

Provide conformity information and documentation on reasoned request, inform the authorities when
you have reason to believe the equipment presents a risk, and cooperate on corrective action.

Art. 4(3)(b) to (d)

Have your name, registered trade name or trade mark and contact details, including a postal address,
indicated on the equipment, its packaging, the parcel or an accompanying document. Art. 4(4)



Importer or other first placer in the Union

Where neither the manufacturer nor its authorised representative is established in the Community, you
carry all the obligations of the directive when you place the equipment on the market or put it into
service: the noise requirements, the conformity assessment, the markings and the declaration; in
Denmark the first person marketing or putting the machine into use in the Community steps into the
manufacturer's obligations. Art. 4(2); § 4

Check before selling that each item bears the CE marking and the guaranteed sound power level in the
Annex IV form and is accompanied by the EC declaration of conformity, that limit-bound equipment does
not exceed its Article 12 value, and that the declaration is in the language the Member State requires, in
Denmark Danish. Art. 5(1), Art. 8(2), Art. 11 and Art. 12; § 7, stk. 2, and § 9

As the economic operator established in the Union for a third-country manufacturer, verify that the EC
declaration of conformity and the technical documentation have been drawn up, keep the declaration at
the disposal of the market surveillance authorities for the period the directive requires and make sure
the technical documentation can be produced on request. Art. 4(2)(b) and Art. 4(3)(a)

Provide the market surveillance authority, on reasoned request, with all information and documentation
needed to demonstrate conformity in a language it understands, inform it when you have reason to
believe the equipment presents a risk, and cooperate on corrective action; indicate your name,
registered trade name or trade mark and contact details, including a postal address, on the equipment,
its packaging, the parcel or an accompanying document. Art. 4(3)(b) to (d) and Art. 4(4)

Provide the market surveillance authority, on reasoned request, with all information and documentation
needed to demonstrate conformity in a language it understands, inform it when you have reason to
believe the equipment presents a risk, and cooperate on corrective action. Art. 4(3)(b) to (d)

Indicate your name, registered trade name or trade mark and contact details, including a postal address,
on the equipment, its packaging, the parcel or an accompanying document. Art. 4(4)

Expect the surveillance authority to require you to bring non-compliant equipment into conformity, and
to restrict or prohibit its placing on the market or putting into service or have it withdrawn where the
Article 12 limits are exceeded or non-compliance continues; in Denmark Miljgstyrelsen can also demand
documents, supply-chain information, product quantities and models with the same characteristics, and
order online content removed. Art. 9(1) and Art. 9(2); § 11, § 13 and § 15



Distributor (dealer, rental company or retailer supplying new equipment)

e Make new equipment available only if it bears the CE marking and the indication of the guaranteed
sound power level and is accompanied by the EC declaration of conformity; in Denmark this is an explicit
duty for anyone marketing a new machine other than the manufacturer or first placer.

Art. 5(1) and Art. 11; § 9

e For the 22 limit-bound types, make sure the guaranteed sound power level marked on the machine does
not exceed the permissible level for its power, mass or cutting width band; in Denmark bilag 2 machines
may be marketed only if the limit is respected, and Miljgstyrelsen can prohibit their marketing.

Art.12; §9and § 11, stk. 1

e Keep the marking visible and legible: do not add markings or inscriptions likely to mislead about the CE
marking or the guaranteed sound power level, and place any other marking so that their visibility and
legibility are not reduced. Art. 11(4)

e Hand over documents, technical specifications, data and conformity information, supply-chain and
distribution-network information, quantities on the market and models with the same technical
characteristics when the surveillance authority asks, allow product samples to be bought, including
under a covert identity, and remove or change online content referring to non-conforming equipment
when ordered; in Denmark failure is fined. § 13, § 14, § 15 and § 17, stk. 1, nr. 4 to 7; Art. 14

Fulfilment service provider

e Where no manufacturer, importer or authorised representative is established in the Union for the
equipment you handle, you are the economic operator responsible under Regulation (EU) 2019/1020,
and the equipment may be placed on the market only if such an operator exists.

Art. 4(1), Art. 4(2)(d) and Art. 4(5)

e Verify that the EC declaration of conformity and the technical documentation have been drawn up, keep
the declaration at the disposal of the market surveillance authorities for the 10 years the directive
requires and make sure the technical documentation can be made available on request.

Art. 4(3)(a); Art. 8(3)

e Provide conformity information and documentation on reasoned request in a language the authority
understands, inform the market surveillance authorities when you have reason to believe the equipment
presents a risk, and cooperate on immediate corrective action or risk mitigation. Art. 4(3)(b) to (d)

e Have your name, registered trade name or trade mark and contact details, including a postal address,
indicated on the equipment, its packaging, the parcel or an accompanying document. Art. 4(4)



User putting equipment into service (contractor, municipality, landscaper)

e If you import equipment for your own use and neither the manufacturer nor an authorised
representative is established in the Community, putting it into service makes you responsible for the
noise requirements, the conformity assessment, the CE marking with the guaranteed sound power level
and the EC declaration of conformity. Art. 4(2); § 4

e Buy and put into service only equipment that carries the CE marking and the guaranteed sound power
level and comes with the EC declaration of conformity, which the directive treats as proof of conformity,
and keep the declaration with the machine's papers. Art. 5(1) and Art. 7

e Follow the national and local rules on the use of equipment in sensitive areas, including restrictions on
working hours, which the directive leaves to the Member States; in Denmark the environmental
authorities may restrict the use of a machine or prescribe when and how it is used under the
environmental protection legislation. Art. 17; § 12

e Expect Miljgstyrelsen to prohibit the continued use of a limit-bound machine that was put into service
without being marketed if it exceeds the limits or if its use has been prohibited in another Member State;
equipment put into service in breach of the marking, limit or declaration rules is fined.

§11,stk. 3,and § 17, stk. 1, nr. 1

Penalties

The directive obliges Member States to ensure that only conforming equipment bearing the CE marking and
the guaranteed sound power level and accompanied by the EC declaration of conformity is placed on the
market or put into service, to make the manufacturer or its authorised representative bring non-compliant
equipment into conformity, and, where the Article 12 limit values are exceeded or non-compliance
continues, to restrict or prohibit the placing on the market or putting into service or ensure withdrawal from
the market, informing the Commission and the other Member States; every restrictive measure must state
its reasons and the legal remedies. During an internal market emergency the surveillance authorities may
take all corrective and restrictive actions under Regulation (EU) 2019/1020, which since 16 July 2021 also
supplies the general powers to demand documents and supply-chain information, buy and test samples,
require corrective action, prohibit the making available and have equipment withdrawn, recalled or
destroyed. The directive contains no penalty article of its own; penalties are set by national law. In
Denmark, executive order nr. 506 of 14 May 2025 lets Miljgstyrelsen prohibit the marketing of a bilag 2
machine that exceeds the limits, prohibit marketing after a notification from another Member State, and
prohibit the continued use of a bilag 2 machine put into service without being marketed; unless a higher
penalty is due under other legislation, it punishes with a fine the marketing or putting into service of a
machine in breach of §§ 3 to 7 or § 9, a notified body's failure to report that it no longer meets the criteria,
breach of a prohibition, and failure to hand over documents, supply-chain information or website
ownership details or to change or remove online content, with the penalty rising to imprisonment of up to 2
years where the breach is intentional or grossly negligent and has harmed or endangered the environment
or sought an economic advantage; companies can be held liable under chapter 5 of the criminal code.

Art. 5, Art. 9, Art. 10 and Art. 17¢(8); Art. 14, Art. 16 and Annex I point 12; § 10, § 11, § 13, § 14, § 15 and § 17



Checklist

Find your machine type in Article 12 (22 types with limits) or Article 13 (41 types with marking only) and
check its Annex I definition and any power, mass or capacity threshold; a type in neither list is outside
the directive (Articles 2, 12 and 13 and Annex I).

.. Confirm the equipment is placed on the market or put into service as an entire unit for outdoor use and
is not a transport vehicle, military, police or emergency equipment, or a separately sold non-powered
attachment other than a breaker, pick or hydraulic hammer (Article 2).

Decide your role: manufacturer, authorised representative established in the Community, or the person
placing the equipment on the market or putting it into service when neither is established in the Union
(Article 4).

Measure the sound power level with EN ISO 3744:2010 and the Part B noise test code for the type, and
set a guaranteed sound power level that covers production and measurement uncertainty; for limit-
bound types whose conformity differs between the old and new method, use the pre-2025 method and
record both (Annex III).

For limit-bound types, compare the guaranteed level with the Article 12 table for the machine's power,
mass or cutting width band, remembering that the stage I figure still applies to the nine groups whose
stage II figure is only indicative (Article 12).

. Choose the procedure: Annex V internal control for marking-only types; Annex VI, VII or VIII with a
notified body listed in NANDO, in Denmark one designated by Miljgstyrelsen, for limit-bound types
(Article 14 and Article 15).

. Compile the technical documentation with the identification data, the noise test report and the
uncertainty evaluation, and keep it with a specimen of the declaration for 10 years after the last item is
manufactured (Article 8(3) and Annex V, point 3).

i. Draw up the EC declaration of conformity with the eleven Annex II particulars, including the measured
and the guaranteed sound power levels, and in Danish for the Danish market, where the Danish order
sets the same content out as nine points (Article 8 and Annex II; executive order nr. 506/2025, § 7, stk.
2 and stk. 3).

'. Affix the CE marking and the LWA indication with the guaranteed level in dB in the Annex IV form, visibly,
legibly and indelibly, to every item, and keep other markings from reducing their visibility (Article 11 and
Annex 1V).

I. Make sure an economic operator established in the Union is named on the equipment or its papers and
can produce the declaration, documentation and conformity information for the surveillance authorities
(Regulation (EU) 2019/1020, Article 4).
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